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Crimping Instructions  
 

(These instructions are for a bracelet, but you can adapt them in 
order to make a necklace.) 

 

 
(Read through all of the steps before you begin.)   
 
Step 1 
Although you can string beads on other kinds of stringing 
materials, for this lesson, use C-Flex.  First tape one end so 
that the beads won’t fall off as you string them on the 
other end of the C-Flex.  String a little less than six inches 
of beads* on your C-Flex.  (Before you are done, you’ll be 
able to try it on for size, at which time you’ll be able to ad-
just it if necessary.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Step 2 
string on a crimp tube (and, if you choose, the small bead dis-
cussed above) and part of your clasp.   
 

Step 3 
Lead the wire back through the small bead (if you used one), the crimp tube, and then through two or three 
more beads.  
 

Step 4 
Slip the tape off and do what you did to the first end to the other end.   
 

Step 5 
If you are using a toggle, check to make sure that you can completely pull the bar end through the other end.  
Now pull out all the slack so that you don’t have any spaces between your beads.  Now check the size!  Add or 
take away beads at this point, if necessary.  If you need more length, but can’t add another whole pattern (that 
is, if you have a pattern), just add some small beads at the ends to add length.  Sterling silver or gold-filled 
beads usually work well for adding length. 
 
Step 6 
If you adjusted for size, once again, pull out the slack.  Using a chainnose pliers, smash the crimp tubes well.  
Then, using a small wire cutter, snip off the protruding wires.  That’s it.  Congratulations! 
 
 

* For this lesson, don’t use beads that have tiny holes, such as pearls or very tiny crystals, at each of the ends of your jewelry 
piece.  A thinner size C-Flex would be needed to double-back through those beads and we don’t sell the thinner size by the yard.   

The Bead Gallery’s “How  to...” Series 

So you want to learn how to 
crimp? 
 
Crimping is a way to fasten a clasp to a brace-
let or necklace.   
 
There are several ways you can learn how to 
crimp: 
 
A) Using our tools, you can make a necklace 
or bracelet in our classroom (if there’s no 
class or party going on) or in the store, and 
one of our employees can  demonstrate crimp-
ing by crimping one end of your jewelry piece. 
 
B) You can ask one of our employees to give 
you a demonstration, and then you can go 
home and make your jewelry.   
 
C) You can take a Jewelry Basics class, where 
you will also learn how to make earrings. 
 
D) You can take these instructions and some 
supplies home and learn on your own.   

Help is available! 
please ask one of our em-
ployees for guidance. help 
can make your shopping 
and learning much easier! 

Supply list: 
• Beads 
• One yard of C-Flex 
• Two crimp tubes 
• Clasp 

Tools needed: 
• Chainnose pliers 
• Wire cutter 
• Your hands 

 

 

How to Crimp 

(in order to make a bracelet or a necklace) 

Note:  Please feel free to use a Bead Design Board if you are 
designing your bracelet in the store.  You’ll find some informa-
tion about how to use it in our “How to Shop at the Bead Gal-
lery” instruction sheet. 
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Snip 
 

Be sure to take out 
the slack before 
you smash the sec-
ond crimp tube. 

Note:  We recommend that you string a small bead on af-
ter each of the crimp tubes, especially if you are going to 
wear your bracelet a lot.  (You will put the crimp tubes on 
in Step 2.)  This will  help to reduce wear and tear that 
would result from the wire rubbing on the sharp edge of 
the crimp tubes.  If you don’t do this and you are using a 
toggle, you will have to use a small enough bead at each 
end of your bracelet to enable one end of your toggle to 
pull far enough through the other end in order for your 
bracelet to successfully clasp.  You will have a chance 
to make sure that the bracelet will clasp before you per-
manently finish it. 


